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Common Core State Standards Alignment



Discussion Guide

Before Reading:

What do you notice about the cover? 

How does the cover illustration and the title go together? 

What do you think the story might be about?

During Reading or After Reading:

What is Mara’s concern about going to school?

Why do you think Mara answers Raven about her hearing aids but freezes when Bianca asks?

Why didn’t Mara clean up her math center when all the other students did?

Why didn’t Mara eat her lunch?

Mara’s smile returns when she goes to sign language class. Why do you think she likes it?

Bianca dashes over to see Mara and Raven on the playground. How is dashing different from

walking? How is walking different from strolling?

Bianca’s grandma wears hearing aids. Do you know anyone who wears hearing aids?

What does Mara say helps her understand someone who is talking to her?

What does it mean to “read lips”? 

Try to figure out which number (0-10) I am silently “saying” by reading my lips.  

Sign along with Mara as she teaches Raven and Bianca.

American Sign Language isn’t a “secret language”. Why does Raven say the girls can form a

secret language club? 

Beyond Reading

Draw a picture of Mara, Raven, and Bianca starting a “secret language” club.

Practice signing the ASL alphabet with a partner. Take turns signing words to each other.

Learn more sign language on a website like handspeak.com. 



Color a new design for Mara’s hearing aid.

Design 
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Fingerspell words.
American Sign Language



Word Gradient Puzzle


